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“ day the king directed people to dig into the Chaitya, but the crows, or spirits in 
“ their shape, compelled them to desist. 

“ It happened that at this time the Naga with seven heads and as many tails 
“ guarded the Chaitya, but no sooner had the king, accompanied by MaM Tuli 
“ (sent by Indra to assist) and a large retinue, approached close to it, than this 
“ mighty snake king was observed to be majestically disentwining himself from 
“ the huge fold with which he had encompassed the relic shrine.”* As already 
related, with the assistance of the king of B6m he was eventually successful, and 
founded a city, and built a new Chaitya to enshrine the recovered relics. Was this 
the temple we now see ? and are the relics those so frequently represented in the 
foregoing Plates ? 

It is, of course, extremely difficult, if not absolutely impossible to arrive at 
anything like certainty in such a case as this, but after what has been said above, 
I think the history of the Amravati Tope may be made out with very tolerable 
precision. First, we have indications from the coins collected by Colonel Mackenzie, 
and also from the slab, Plate LXXVIII., Fig. 2., that buildings did exist on this 
spot as early as the Christian era, but we have now no means of knowing what they 
may have been. In the next place, judging from the character of the sculptures, 
as well as from such shadowy traditions as exist, it does not seem that any part 
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of the buildings which have been described above were undertaken till more than 
a century after the Gateways at Sanchi were completed. 

About or after the year 200, however, the central Dagoba may have been 
commenced with an enclosing Rail, of which, however, nothing has reached this 
country. Subsequently, in the beginning of the fourth century, either in consequence 
of the visit of the Tooth relic on its way. to Ceylon, or from some other local cause, 
the place acquired celebrity, and the great outer Rail was commenced, and it may 
have continued during the re main der of that century before being completed. The 
sculptures of the inner Rail seem then to have been taken in hand, possibly were 
not completed till the year 500, after which time decay seems to have set in, and 
nothing further was done. 

All that we know of Indian art is perfectly in accordance with this, and now 
that we are enabled to study the sculptures at Sanchi we can speak with some 
confidence on this subject. Before they were known, everything as we traced the 
history of art backwards seemed to become more and more elegant and perfect. 
Now that we have got hold of the earliest examples, we find that the art began 
in rude vigour, but without any of that refinement it afterwards attained. About 
the fourth century seems to have been the culminating point, and from that period 
the rock-cut temples, and those at Bhuvanesw r ar and elsewhere, carry us on without 
intermission till we reach such temples as those on Mount Abu, 1032; those around 
Hullabeed, dating from 1200 to 1300 ; or those at Kanaruc in 1241. We know that 
in this period there was no retrocession nor any age of decay which would account 
for the inferiority of the sculptures of the central building compared with those of 
the enclosure, on the supposition that these were the more modem of the two. 

The architecture, as far as it goes, bears out the same conclusion as the 
sculpture. At Sanchi it is careless and wooden, the string courses seldom horizontal 
and occurring at every different level. It is the same in the central building at 
Amravati, especially in the crowning cornice, Plate XCVII. In the Rails, all 
afterwards became precise, almost finicking, and that remains a characteristic of 
Hindu art to the present day. 
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Architecture. 

There are few of the subjects mooted in the previous pages regarding which it 
would not be easy to say a great deal more than has been said, nor would it have 
been difficult to find illustrations from other monuments which would have rendered 
the subject much more complete. It has, however, been thought better, in the first 
instance at least, to confine the work to the representation of the two monuments 
named on the title page, with only such introductory matter and descriptions as 
were requisite to render them intelligible, and to leave their application to a future 
time, and probably to other hands. 

In so far as the History of Architecture is concerned, we do not learn much 
from these Topes that had not previously become known to us from an examination 
of the rock-cut examples, but there is a great deal in them that confirms what was 
previously only suspected, while a knowledge of their forms fills up some important 
gaps which existed in our history of the early styles of Indian art. 

Irrespective of this, however, these two Topes are interesting, inasmuch as they 
are the two oldest structural buildings which, so far as we yet know, are to be found 
in India in anything like an intelligible state. If the Tope at Sanehi was really 
erected by Asoka — and there seems no good reason for doubting that it was so — 
it is the only one of the 84,000 Stfipas he is traditionally said to have erected 
of which a vestige now remains, and its Hail is the oldest and simplest in form of 
all those of which any fragments now exist. Its gateways, too, are unique, as no 
other example of such a form is known to exist anywhere in India, though judging 
from the frequency with which representations of them occur at Amravati, they 
must have been at one time very common. All those, however, that occur in 
the bas-reliefs of the Southern Tope seem to have been of wood, and those at 
Sanclii, though of stone, are very slightly removed in form from their wooden 
prototypes. 

The whole of the superstructure is so essentially wooden in construction that 
we rather feel inclined to wonder how men dared to attempt its erection in stone, 
and are equally astonished that it should have stood for eighteen centuries nearly 
uninjured. The pillars, too, are evidently imitations of carved logs. The irregularity 
in spacing the divisions, the mode in which the dividing string courses stop, without 
running all round, and the wavyness of the lines, all betray the workmanship of 
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people unfamiliar with the even bedding requisite for stone masonry in such positions, 
though the irregularity may be rather pleasing in wood carving. 

All tills is changed when we come to the age of the Great Rail at Amravati. 
There the architectural details are carved with sharpness and precision. The string 
coiu’ses are horizontal, and the general construction so truly lithic, that it requires 
some study and some knowledge to detect the wooden forms that still remain. The 
examples of Rails at Muttra and Buddli Gya are probably intermediate between these 
two, and when published may perhaps enable us to render our history a little more 
complete. Enough remains at Gya to enable it to be restored with certainty when 
anyone will take the trouble to do so. That at Muttra is probably too far ruined, 
but meanwhile, till casts or photographs can be obtained, it is impossible to speak 
with any certainty regarding them. These four Rails, however, are nearly all that 
now remains to enable us to write the history of structural architecture in India 
anterior to the building of the great Bliuvaneswar temple in 627 a.d.* We may 
eventually be able to eke out this meagre list by hints borrowed from the Topes in 
Ceylon and Afghanistan, but they, I fear, are either too modern or too much ruined 
to be of much service. The real complement to our scant knowledge must be 
derived from the Caves. We have in Beliar some nearly as old as Asoka, though 
more modern than the Rail at Sanclii, and at BlAja and Karlee in the Western Ghats 
we have others which were excavated before the Christian era. From that time to 
those at Junir and Nassick there are probably a hundred examples, including those of 
course at Ivundana, Ajanta, and elsewhere, which may have been executed in the first 
three or four centuries of the Christian era, and those at Cuttack may be even earlier 
than those of the western side of India. All this makes up an amount of evidence 
probably sufficient for present purposes, but the caves being all interiors, do not 
supply all the information required. Even if the Topes at Sanchi and Amravati do 
not suffice to complete our knowledge, they and other bas-reliefs add immensely to 
our stores, and when the whole is combined together we ean form a very fair idea 
of what the architecture of India was from the time when stone was first employed 
till the inhabitants acquired that perfection in the art which is exhibited in the 
carvings of the Rails at Amravati. 

The fact, however, of our having been obliged hitherto to rely to such an 
extent on rock-cut examples for our knowledge of the early arts of India, has pre- 
vented our being able to ascertain how far the history of sculpture and decorative 
art has coincided with that of architecture. There is very little sculpture in the 
early Caves, and what there is, is generally carved in a coarse unsuitable material, 
and frequently in situations where it is badly lighted and imperfectly seen. It 
was therefore perfectly open to anyone to ai'gue that these sculptures were not a fair 
test, and that the Hindus may have been proficient in representations of the human 
form and in decorative sculpture at a time when their architectural knowledge was 
still in its infancy. 

The great fact that we learn from a study of the sculptures of the Topes at 
Sanchi and Amravati is, that the plastic arts followed the same law as those of 


* I am doubtful about the age of the Takht-i Suliman temple in Cashmere, but it may be older, a.d. 290 ? 
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construction. We can now assert with confidence that all the permanent forms 
of art arose in India after its inhabitants were brought into contact with western 
civilization, by the establishment of the Grecian kingdom of Bactria. It seems pro- 
bable that such sculptures as we have of Anoka’s reign were actually executed by 
Grecian or at least by Yavana artists; but from his time to the present day w r e can 
now trace the rise and fall of Hindu art almost without a break. We can assist at 
its first rude but vigorous attempts. We can follow it till it reached its highest 
point of manipulative dexterity, in the fourth century, at Amravati. We see it 
maintaining itself nearly at the same level — with some fluctuation, of course — till 
the decline of Buddhism, and the irruption of the Mahomedans. From that point 
the history of Hindu art is too surely written in decay, and we can trace its 
gradual deterioration to the present day. 

In a few words, what we have gained by the study of the arts of the two 
Topes, is the assurance that the whole history of permanent art in India is com- 
prised in the last twenty-one centuries, and that we now possess a sufficient number 
of examples, and have sufficient knowledge, to grasp the subject as a whole. There 
may be some gaps still to fill up, some details that require rectification, but for the 
first time it can now be said that we know the beginning, the middle, and the end 
of the history of the arts of that great Indian branch of the family of mankind. 


Religion. 

The picture which the sculptures of the Topes at Sanchi and Amravati afford 
us of the religious faith of the inhabitants of India at the time they were erected 
is perhaps more novel, and also more interesting, than the information they afford 
regarding the arts of the country. Before they w r ere discovered, the only con- 
temporary record we possessed of the early forms of the Buddhist faith was that 
derived from the inscriptions of Asoka, engraved on pillars at Delhi, Allahabad, and 
in Tirhoot, &c., and those on the rocks at Orissa, Gujerat, Peshawer, and elsewhere. 
What we find in them is Buddhism without Buddha. Except in the short inscrip- 
tion at Bhabhra (App. C.), the foimder of the religion is not once mentioned, 
nor any of his doctrinal formulas. That marvellous tenderness towards everything 
that has life is strongly inculcated; respect for parents and superiors, mutual 
kindness and forbearance, and above all, toleration of other faiths, are insisted upon, 
and many moral doctrines common to Buddhism and other forms of faith; but 
we scarcely gather whether they emanated from some Solon or some Socrates or from 
Shkya Muni. The faith was then the rival of that of the Ycdas, and affected their 
purity and absence of all human agency or miraculous manifestations. 

At Sanchi, 300 years afterwards, we find the state of affairs altered, but not 
to any very great extent. Buddha, the great ascetic, as we have always hitherto 
known him, nowhere appears. In his place we have only the Prince who forsook 
parent, wife, and child, and threw aside his royal state and all worldly advantages, 
that he might devote his life to the benefit of his suffering fellow men. But even this 
is, as it were, only incidentally announced. It requires some knowledge and a great 
deal of study to detect it. On the other hand the religious observances which the 
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sculptures of Sanchi reveal to us are, that in those days the old ancestral worship 
of a Turanian people had been refined from reverencing the sepulchres of their 
forefathers into a veneration for relics and relic shrines, the Dagoba or Tope being 
the object most frequently and most prominently worshipped there. Next to the 
Dagoba, if not indeed more important, is the worship of the Tree. It occurs quite 
as frequently, and often in more prominent positions in the sculptures, but against 
this we must bear in mind the feet, that the great Tope itself was there, and those 
Gateways were themselves erected to do it honour. 

Next in importance to these, but very much less frequent, is the worship of the 
Wheel, and next to it the Trisul emblem, though it is very doubtful whether this 
last ought to be considered as an object of worship at Sanchi, and not merely as 
an hierogram, expressing a sacred meaning, but not an idol. 

The Serpent is only once worshipped at Sanchi, and then apparently by a people 
totally distinct from the governing race, who erected the Gateways and carved the 
representations upon them. But groups occur six, or it may be ten, times in which 
a man sits shielded by the seven-headed Naga, and surrounded by women who have 
the strange accompaniment of a single snake at the back of their heads. 

The most remarkable circumstance, however, connected with the bas-reliefs at 
Sanchi is the total absence of anything approaching asceticism. No priests appear 
anywhere ; and though we have palaces, there is no building that can be taken for a 
monastery. On the other hand, the sculptors revel in depicting regal state. Music 
and dancing take the place of divine service, and drinking and love-ma kin g fill up 
the time of the Buddhists of those days. Most strange of all, we have war ! It 
is true it may have been undertaken to acquire or recover some valued relic, or for 
some such Buddhist object, but fighting on a Buddhist monument is at strange 
variance with usually received opinions. 

When from these we pass on over another three centuries to the time of the 
sculptures at Amravati, we find a state of affairs much more nearly approaching to 
the usually received formula of Buddhism. Buddha, the ascetic, occasionally appears 
in the usual attitudes and the usual costume, but much more frequently in the more 
modern than in the older bas-reliefs of this Tope. His statue does not apparently 
occur among the fragments of the central Dagoba,* and only twice on the fragments 
we ])ossess of the great Rail. On the smaller Rail, however, such representations 
become frequent, and very similar to what we are accustomed to on the Caves and 
Buddhist temples after the fifth century. 

The actual worship of the Dagoba occurs as a rule only on the central building. 
It is frequently represented afterwards, and with more elaboration, on the inner 
Rail, which I take to be the last important addition to the Tope, but it can hardly 
be said that it is there represented as worshipped by the people of the sculptures. 
It is more like a frame to contain pictures to be reverenced by the people. The 
purely abstract symbol of Relic Worship has become a storied page of legendary 
lore, and, if I read it rightly, the picture has to a very great extent obliterated the 
original idea of the relic shrine. 


* I do not feel quite sure about Fig. 1., Plate LXXXVII. It may belong to the central building, but 
I rather think it was a detached statue. 


* 


Digitized by 


Google 



RELIGION. 


223 


On the other hand, Tree Worship maintains nearly the same relative position 
of importance at Amravati that it did at Sanchi, but -with this important quali- 
fication. Where the two Topes have anything in common, it is most apparent in 
those points in which they approach nearest in age. We find, consequently, the 
Tree Worship most important in the central building, next in the great Rail, but 
nearly evanescent in the sculptures of the inner Rail. It only occurs once in the 
place of honour on any Dagoba in our collections, and never on the frieze nor on 
the wall. The change is so gradual that it can hardly be accidental, and I am 
on the whole inclined to believe that Tree Worship was to some extent losing its 
importance before the sculptures at Amravati were complete. 

The Chakra or Wheel, on the contrary, seems to have gone on growing in 
importance. Nothing at Amravati exceeds the fanciful elaboration of the pillars 
which support this emblem, and it is introduced so frequently and so prominently 
that it was evidently considered one of the principal emblems of the faith. 

The Trisul emblem seems also to grow in importance as we descend the stream 
of time. As before mentioned, it does not seem to have been directly worshipped 
at Sanchi, nor is it so treated in the central building at Amravati, but on the great 
Rail it occurs several times elevated on what appear to be fire pillars, and most 
decidedly as a thing to be worshipped. 

The greatest change that took place between the two epochs seems to have been 
in the position of the Naga. As just mentioned, he appears only once as an object 
of worship at Sanchi, and from six to ten times as spreading his seven-headed hood 
over some important personage. 

At Amravati he occurs certainly ten or twelve* times in the place of honour 
on the Dagoba or on pillars as the principal object to be worshipped. Twice he 
occurs in a similar position shielding the head of Buddha, thrice protecting the 
sacred feet, and at least thirty, it may be fifty times spreading his hood over Rajas 
or persons of importance, exclusive of course of the women with their single 
snakes, who are always more numerous. There is of course some uncertainty in 
stating these figures, as we have only so small a portion of the Amravati sculptures 
at our command, but on the whole I am inclined to think that what we possess 
is a fair representation of the whole, and if so, it is not too much to assert that the 
Naga is the great and ruling idea at Amravati, and seems to have been growing in 
importance from the oldest buildings there till the time when additions ceased to 
be made, and the place became deserted. 

The Horse is another animal which was certainly honoured at Amravati to an 
extent that we are justified in calling worship; it hardly, however, seems to have 
been a growing faith, and probably was more prominent in the central building 
than in subsequent erections, though it appears prominently on the inner Rail. 

Another important change is, that at Amravati we have shaven priests, such 
as we easily recognise and such as we find at the present day on the other side 
of the Himalayas, or in Ceylon or Burmah. 


* lam forced to state the numbers thus rather vaguely, because I cannot always feel quite sure whether 
some of the drawings in the Mackenzie Collection may not represent sculptures in that of Sir W. Elliot ; 
generally, the difference is easily recognized, but not always. 
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Music and dancing are still represented at Amravati, though rarely. Drinking 
hardly occurs, and love is kept in the background. In fact we cannot hut feel, 
in comparing these sculptures, that when we come near the end of the Amravati 
series we are approaching very nearly to the state c5f affairs which existed when 
the Ceylonese and Thibet books were first composed. At Sanchi we were in another 
and an older world, but by degrees religious forms assumed a state more nearly 
resembling what we now find. Another century, and the sculptures of the Tope 
might have served literally as illustrations of the Mahawansa or the Lalita-Vistara. 
Meanwhile the great interest resides in the fact that they represent a state of affairs 
that existed before these or any Buddhist books we now possess were reduced to 
their present legendary form. 

Ethnology. 

It is more difficult to speak with anything like precision regarding the ethnology 
than as to either the architecture or religion displayed in the Topes. This does not 
arise so much from any want of distinctness in the sculptures as because the countries 
of Hydrabad and Berar have never yet been scientifically explored. We are almost 
entirely ignorant regarding the different races who inhabit the vast central plateau 
of India, on whose outer edge these two Topes were erected, and we neither know 
whence they came nor when they settled in their present locations. Now that the 
Nagpore territory has escheated to British rule, there is a prospect of something 
being done to clear up these difficulties, but the only result hitherto obtained from 
the labours of the Nagpore Antiquarian Society is to show us how much remains 
to be done, and at the same time what a vast amount of valuable material exists 
on the spot and is available for the inquiry. 

The people most distinctly characterized in the sculptures of these two Topes 
are those I have designated Dasyus or Taksliaks. They are infinitely more important 
at Sanchi than at Amravati, but appear in both places as a quasi aboriginal race, 
and treated as inferiors by the builders of the Topes. They appear at the same 
time to be the real and original Serpent worshippers, and if their connexion -with 
Taxila and the Punjab can be satisfactorily established, it will throw considerable 
light on the principal features of the present inquiry. Meanwhile it is curious 
to observe, as we pointed out before, that as a straight line drawn from Taxila to 
Amravati passes through Bhilsa, Nagpore, and other localities where Snake Worship 
was especially prevalent, it does look like the central line of such a migration. If 
any such ever took place, it was long anterior to Buddhism, possibly before or in 
consequence of the great war, celebrated in the Mah&bh&rata. 

Another race, who seem almost as distinctly marked, are those with short curly 
hair. There are only two men so distinguished at Amravati, and the sculpture on 
which they are found is of such inferior execution (Plate LXXXIV.) that no argu- 
ment can well be founded upon it. In Plate LXII., Fig. 2., several women arc so 
distinguished, but no men. At Sanchi the case is different. The drummer boys 
generally have curly hair, so have the charioteers and menials in many instances, 
and in one bas-relief (Plate XXVIII.) these curly-headed people seem to be the 
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principal actors. From their costume they seem to come from some colder country, 
and I have suggested Bactria, though there are no doubt many difficulties in such 
an attribution. At first sight it might be supposed they came from Africa — Zanzibar 
— like the Hubschees at present in the Nizam’s service, but in the absolute silence 
of all tradition the difficulties in the way of such an hypothesis seem greater than 
as regards the other. The question has rather a curious interest in an artistic 
point of view, as there seems little doubt that it was from this people — whoever 
they were — that Buddha derived the negroid hair by which his statues are always 
distinguished, and which has given rise to so much speculation. In so far as we 
now know, sculpture, taught by the Greeks, was practised in the North-west long 
before it penetrated into India Proper, and it is probable that the earlier statues of 
Buddha were fabricated there. If this is so it would favour the idea that the curly 
heads may have belonged to that country. 

Even supposing it were possible to locate and name these minor groups, the great 
question would still remain. Who are the people who in the preceding pages have been 
designated as Hindus ? From the appearance of S&kya Muni, and their being so 
generally associated with him, I think that there can he very little doubt hut that 
the sculptures meant to represent the inhabitants of the province now known as 
Upper Bengal, more especially of the districts of Tirhoot and Behar, which were 
assuredly the cradle of Buddhism. At first sight it might appear that a distinction 
ought to he drawn between the followers of Buddha at Sanchi, and those at 
Amravati. The figures, especially of the women at the former place, are so much 
fuller, it may be said coarser, and so much more like what we are accustomed to 
call Scythians or Tartars, that it might be assumed that they could not belong to 
the same race. On the whole, however, I am inclined to believe that the difference 
is more artistic than ethnographic. From the earliest sculptures in the Caves to 
a late period, there seems to be a tendency to refine and attenuate, and my 
impression is that this difference is due to that cause. 

If this is so, the people who are associated with Buddha in both Topes are the 
mixed race of Bengal, — a people with a certain infusion of Aryan blood in their 
veins, hut which had become so impure from mixture with that of the aboriginal 
tribes who existed in Bengal before the Aryan immigration, that the distinctive 
features of their higher civilization were almost entirely lost. Of this no greater 
proof could be given than that Buddhism was able to rise on its ruins. 

Another important question is. Are the people who wear the snake-hoods of the 
same race as the others ? Sometimes I have thought I could detect such distinctions 
as would enable a separate classification to be made, but on the whole it is probably 
safer to assume, for the present at least, that the differences are only artistic. Their 
costume, their mode of wearing the hair, and their features are certainly generally 
the same, with only such distinctions as may be accounted for by fashion or local 
peculiarities, and we ought therefore to consider them as two different nations 
rather than as two distinct peoples. 

The people whose manners and customs appear to present the closest affinities 
with what we find on the monuments, are those now known as the Gonds and other 
closely-allied tribes inhabiting the country to the south of the Yindhya hills. From 
their language we learn that they were allied to the Dravidians, now occupying 
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nearly the whole of the Madras presidency, hut ethnologists have not yet determined 
whether they occupied also the great basin of the Ganges, or whether another race 
more nearly allied to the Thibetans and Burmese originally inhabited these plains. 
From such indications as we gather from the sculptures of the Topes, I am inclined 
to the latter view', but it is perhaps better at the present stage of the inquiry 
to be content with stating the problem and its difficulties, rather than to attempt 
to solve it from the very imperfect data at our command. Be this as it may, 
everyone will probably be inclined to admit that the Plates published in this 
volume are a most important contribution for the elucidation of many of the diffi- 
culties connected with Indian ethnography, but the real value of this evidence will 
never be extracted from them till they are carefully examined by persons on the 
spot, who have local experience and personal knowledge of the tribes of Central India. 
When this is done the Topes at Sanchi and Amravati may contribute as much to our 
knowledge of the ethnography of India in the early centuries of the Christian era 
as they have certainly done towards completing the history of the architecture and 
illustrating the religious forms of the faiths of India at that early period of time. 


FINIS. 
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The following two extracts are taken from a work entitled “ Der Ehsten aberglaubische Gebraucbe 
Weisen und OewohnheiteD, von Johann Wolfgang Boeder, weiland Pastor zu Kusal in Ehstland 
und des Consistorii in Reval Assessor. Mit auf die Gegenwart beziiglichen Anmerkungen beleucbtet 
von Dr. Fr. R. Kreutzwald. St. Petersburg, Buchdruckerei der Kaiserlicben Akademie der Wis- 
senschaften. 1854.” 

The first is curious, not only as showing the prevalence of Tree Worship in Esthonia at a 
very recent date, but more so as containing a form of prayer addressed to the Tree God which I 
have not met with elsewhere. 

Dr. Kreutzwald’s account of the Serpents, and their annual parliaments, accords with that 
reported by Castrdn as occurring in Sweden (vide supra, p. 25). He does not profess to have 
seen snakes worshipped himself, but he quotes the late Provost Masing (I. 39.) as having in his 
boyhood seen tame snakes (unterirdishe Hauswirthe), who were fed and nourished by the peasantry, 
and honoured as household gods: — 

“ Die Baumverehrung der Esten lasst sich aus der jiingsten Vergangenheit nach weisen und wird 
ohne Zweifel auch heutiges Tages manche Anbeter finden, obzwar — seit die unglaubige Spottsucht 
unter den Nationalen selbst grosseren Spielraum gewonnen, und durch Aufhebung der Leibeigen- 
schaft manche friihere Verhaltnisse verandert worden, die Zahl der baum- und quellglaubigen 
Seelen jahrlich mehr einschmelzen und bei Ausiibung ihrer alten Gebraucbe noch vorsichtiger 
werden diirfte, wodurch nach wenigen Jahren vielleicht alle sichtbaren Spuren verschwinden. 
Indessen mochten wir nicht verbiirgen, dass bei dieser spiegelglatten Oberflache auch der Meeres- 
grund uberall ein imgetriibter sei. In den beiden ersten Decennien des laufenden Jahrhunderts, 
wo in solchen Dingen weniger Zurfickhaltung herrsclite, haben wir in Allentacken, Wierland, Jerwen 
und Harrien heilige Baume mehrfach gesehen ; sie standen unweit des Wohnhauses an einem 
geschiitzten Orte, genossen eine sorgfaltige Pflege und wurden gegen Beschadigungen in Acht 
genommen. Es waren in der Regel alte Linden, Eichen oder Eschen, erstere am haufigsten. Nach 
der Mittheilung eines glaubwiirdigen bejahrten Nationalen wurden solche Baume wenigstens einmal 
im Jahre mit friscliem Thierblut begossen, desgleichen musste, wenn eines geschlachteten Thieres 
Herzschlag zur sogenannten (t frischen Suppe ” warslce hem — benutzt worden war, bevor ein 
Mensch davon gekostet hatte, eine Portion fiber des heiligen Baumes Wurzeln verschfittet werden, 
damit der Viehstand besser gedeihe. Am Johannis — Abend hing man in Wierland einen mit 
“ Gliicksblumen ” Snne tilled — durchwundenen Farrenkraut-Kranz in des heil. Baumes Zweige. 
Am folgenden Morgen w r urden die “ Glficksblumen ” aus dem Kranze genommen und auf jegliches 
Hausgenossen Gluck ein Bliimchen zwischen Wandritzen gesteckt, um zu erfahren, wessen Gluck 
in diesem Jahre am schonsten sich entfalten -werde. — Der Farrenkraut-Kranz blieb am Baum 
hangen bis er verwelkte, dann erst ward er abgenommen und bis zur Neujahrsnacht sorgfaltig 
aufgehoben, wo der Abends unter das Kopfkissen gesteckte welke Kranz die Traume dieser Nacht 
ominos machte. Zu gleichem Zweck streute man in der Johannis-Nacht blfihende Blumen unter 
das ruhende Haupt, die hier, wie der welke Kranz am Sylvester- Abend, fur den Schlafer weissagende 
Vorbedeutung gewinnen soli ten. Die Auslegung der Traumorakel besorgten hier — wie's auch 
anderweitig geschieht — alte Weiber, denen selbst im Volksliede das Pradikat “ tar gad ” (weise) 
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beigefugt wird, wenn’s etwas zu rathen giebt, was iiber den kleinen bausbackenen Verstand 
hinausgeht. Ea ist uns nicht erinnerlicb, Steine unter den heiligen Baumen bemerkt zu baben, 
auch wussten wir damala keine besondere Aufmerksarakeit dieaem Gegenstande zu widmen, daber, 
falU wirklich welche vorbanden gewesen, sie leicbt unbeacbtet konnen geblieben sein. Nacb den 
Mittheilungen des Herrn Lagus aua der Fellinschen Gegend, soli unter dem “ Linden- Altar —pcirna 
(atari al — imraer ein Stein gestanden baben, auf den der Opferbringer seine Gaben hinstellte, 
nac 1 em er vorber auf blossen Knien drei Mai von Osten nacb Westen, und drei Mai wieder 
zuruck gerutscbt war, wobei er sprecben musste : “ Empfange die Speise zur Opfergabe." Dann 
in en dem Stein zur Besiegelung des Bundes noch drei KiLsse gegeben und nun konnte man 
^ucb sollen die Fellinschen Linden — was in Estland nicht der Fall war — auf einem 
» c en gestanden baben. In einem darauf bczuglicben Volksliede horen wir den Opferbringer 


Saada onne sarwikuile, 
Kaitse meie kabjajalad, 
Warja meie warwaskannad, 
Sorgaliste sigidusta. 


Sonde Gluck du den Gehornten, 
Wahre unsre Hufen fussier, 
Schirme unsre Zehenliacken, 

Das Gedeihen auch der Klauer. 


li wo en liier einen Estnischen u Opfergebrauch 99 ausfiihrlicher beschreiben. Der Opferbringer 
it 6 aUS se * nem Ztigefinger einige Blutstropfen ritzen und dabei sprechen : “ Ich nenne Dich 
u Daeinem Blute und verlobe Dich mit meinem Blute, und bezeichne Dir meine Gebiiude zum 

egnen, a Pferdestalle und Viehstadeln und Hiihnerstangen ; lasse sie gesegnet sein durcli mein 
“ Blufc und deine Macht” 

m * r zur Bu Allermachtigster, meiner Eltern Erhalter, mein Beschiitzer und 

u ^ ei f 6S ^* e ^ ens Beschirmer! Ich flehe zu Dir aus Fleisches und Blutes Kraft: Empfange die 
peise, die ich Dir darbringe zu Deinem Unterhalt und zu meines Leibes Freude ; bewahre mich 
als Dein gutes Kind, und ich werde Dich dankend preisen. Bei des allmachtigsten, meines 
t e *8 enea Gottes Hilfe, erhore mich ! Was ich aus Nacklassigkeit etwa Unvollkommenes gegen * 
Dich gethan babe, das vergiss ! Aber bewahre es treu im Gedachtniss, dass ich meine Gaben 
auf ehibare Weise meinen Eltern zu Ehren und zur Freude und zur Verge] tung abgetragen habe. 
Ueberdies kusse ich drei Mai niederfallend die Erde. Sei mit mir sclinell im Thun und Eriede 
“ sei mit Dir bis hierher.”* 


In^Wierland wurden die heil. Baume Hie- oder Pelgepuucl , in Harrien warjo-puud — “ Schutz- 
baume ” genannt. Das hie wird yon unsern Sprachkennem gemeiniglich durch heilig iibersetzt, 
andeie wollen darunter einen Hain yerstehen; von unserm Nichtkennerstandpunkte miissen wir 
bemerken, wie letztere Erklarung beziiglich auf den einzelnen Baum durchaus unstatthaft erscheint.f 
Pelgi soli nach Hewn Lagus Taara’s Namen in der Kindersprache bedeuten” 

The following two invocations to the Serpent are translations from the Finnish, which is given 
m the original work in parallel columns. 


“0 du Schlange, Unterird’sche, 
Erdkucken, Erdbrotchen, 

Du ter die Erd’ liinab neun Ivlaftern, 

In den Fels hinein acht Ellen ! 

Hiilfe, Kelif, Hiilfe, Seel’, 

Hiilfe, lieber Herr Gott ! 

Hiilfe, Hiilfe helfe dir, 

Den gesund Tacira geschaffen 

Von der Mutter Leib bis sum Lebensend’ ! 

Silber auf des Argen Zipfel, 

Weisses Silber sei dem Feinde ! 


Spruch gcgcn den Unterirdischen . 

Erdviiterchen, 

Erdmiitterehen, 

Erdj iingferc.hen, 
Hasengrossmiitterchen, 

Euch des Silbers Weisses bring’ ich : 
Gebt mir Helle gegen Schmerzen, 
Gebt Gesundheit ihr dem Siechen, 
Bringe dann euch meinen Dank dar! 


* Wortgetreu aus dem Estnischen iibersetzt, wie Hr. Lagus das Opfergebet aus dem Munde eiues 
relnnscnen Esten niedergeschrieben. 

f Das Wort Hie hsngt mit dem - Finnischen Hiisi zusammen. Vgl. Neus, Ehstnische Volkslieder S. 208 . Si. 
+ Pelg bedeutet eigentlich “ Furcht,” im Dorpater Dialekt. .S'. 
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Streckt sich jemand erhitzt auf den feuchten ErdbodeD, Oder setzt er sich oder ein Glied 
seines Leibes im heissen Dampfbade dem kalten Luftzuge aus, so entsteht nicht selten ein feiner* 
brennend juckender Hautausschlag, der ausschwitzt und spater eine Kruste bildet. Mit dem 
Abfallen dieser ist die Krankheit beendet nnd ohne weiteres Genesung eingetreten (vgl. Hupei , 
nord. Miscel. III. 227). Diese Krankheit schreibt aber der Ehste dem Anhauche der Unterirdischen 
zu, die er gestort zu haben vermeint, und soil Bie nach ihnen maa aimed oder maa hingamine 
(Erdhauch ; das norweg. cdvgust , Elbhauch, s. Grimm a. a. 0. S. 430) benennen (s. Rosenpl. a. a. 
O. I. 33 £). Um den Zorn der Unterirdischen zu besanftigen und von ihnen Heilung zu erlangen, 
schabt er nun als Opfer auf die Statte etwas von seinem Silberschmuck oder einer Silbermiinze, 
nachdem er sie dreimal mit der Sonne um den erkrankten Theil bewegt (vgl unten die Ammerkung 
zu No. 31, welches letztere jedoch auch scheint unterlassen zu werden (s. Hupel } topogr. Nachricht, 
II. 141). Dazu spricht er dann die Formel. Dieses Opfer geschabten Silbers ist bei ahnlichen 
Anlassen auch in Schweden iiblich ; der Opfergebrauch indess umstandlicher, s. E. M. Arndt , Reise 
durch Schweden III. 15 f. 

Dass aber zu diesem Opfer das edle Silber genommen wird, scheint sich aus der Vorstellung 
zu erklaren, welclie Ehsten und Schweden von den Unterirdischen haben, Lagm erhielt von den 
felliner Ehsten folgendes Bruchstiick: 

Sie, die kleinen Unterird’schen, 

Die geheimen Schmid’ Allvaters, 

Schafften ihr Geschaft in Nachten, 

In den Nachten Miihgeschafte ; 

Tags, da war der Ruhe Weile. 

Nach anderer Angabe hort man in schweigsamer Mitternacht, halt man das Ohr an die Erde, 
das Schmeiden der Unterirdischen in den sieben Nachten von Weihnachten bis zum Neujahr und 
kann selbst unterscheiden, ob unter den Hammem Eisen, Silber oder Gold erklingt. Nacli einer 
dritten Angabe, die auch als Lied vorhanden war, waren es wieder die Unterirdischen, welche dem 
Scblangenkonige seine Krone geschmiedet hatten. Der blendende Glanz dieser Krone lockte 
sammtliche Schlangen heran, dass sie in dem Sirtsosoo westlich vom Peipussee um den Konig 
einen Haufen von der Hohe eines grossen Heuschobers bildeten, aus welchem das Haupt des Konigs 
gleich der Sonne hervorleuchtete.” 


APPENDIX B. 


Abstract of The Nila-Mata, by Professor E. B. Cowell. 

It is mentioned in the R&jatarangini that “the Bauddhas, in their hatred of the Sastras, 
abolished the -ceremonial laid down by the Nila-pur&na but the work entitled the Nila-Mata 
can hardly be the pur£na there alluded to. # It is written in a very modem style, but, like other 
similar recent compilations, it may be founded on old materials. Much of it is occupied with the 
instructions of the Snake-king Nila to the people of Kashmir ; but it is singular that Snake 
Worship is hardly alluded to in the copious list of offerings there enjoined throughout the Hindu 
year. The earlier portion of the work wears a partially Vaishnava character, but some Saiva 
legends occur in the latter portion. 

* Similarly the Nandi-purdna mentioned in the Raj at. I. 123., can hardly be the work described by 
Professor Aufrecht, in his Catalogue of the Bodleian MSS. p. 81. 
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The two manuscripts used for the present analysis contain respectively 81 pages and 312 
pages; each manuscript has 15 lines in a page, but in the latter manuscript the pages are much 
smaller and the letters much larger. Both are very inaccurately written, and there are many 
variations in their respective texts. The poem seems to contain about 1,450 flokas. It is written 
in the ordinary Anushtubh metre, and is supposed to be a continuation of the Mababh&rata, and 
consequently to be recited by Vaisamp&yana to Janamejaya, the great-grandson of Arjuna. 

The poem opens with Janamejaya’s asking Vaisamp&yana why the king of Kashmir is not 
represented as joining in the Mah&bh&rata war, although the mandala of Kashmir was the principal 
one in the world. Vai£amp&yana replies by relating that the king of Kashmir, Gonanda, had been 
slain by Krishna among the G&ndh&ras on the Indus. Krishna appoints his rival’s widow as 
regent, and her son (Gonanda according to one manuscript, Govinda according to the other,*) did 
not join either P&n<javas or Kauravas on account of his youth. This leads to some questions on 
the mythological history of Kashmir, and Vaisamp&yana then repeats a dialogue which had taken 
place between King Gonanda II. and the sage Brihadaiwa. This dialogue is properly the Nlla- 
Alata. 

Brihadaswa commences with an account of the destruction of the world by water at the end 
of the previous Manwantara, the preservation of Manu and his seeds in a ship which is fastened 
to the mountain now called Nau-bandhana, in the west of Kashmir ; and when the world of living 
creatures is created again, Devi, as Ka£mir&, becomes the land of Kashmir. The snakes, persecuted 
by Garuda, take refuge in the lake Satidesa, and anoint Nila as their king. Kashmir is subse- 
quently ravaged by a demon named Jalodbhava, who is at length killed by Vishnu. Kasyapa 
then asks Vishnu that the country may be inhabited by gods and men, but the Snake-king demurs. 
Kasyapa threatens him with Pisachas as his neighbours, and tells him that there is an island in 
“ the sea of sand” inhabited by PisAchas, Daityas, and Yakshas. Their king, Nikumbha, always 
sets out on the full moon of the month Chaitra, for an annual expedition of six months against his 
rebellious subjects; he passes the remaining six months in peace on the Himalaya. In future, he 
threatens, these six months will be passed with the snakes. Nila is in great distress, until at last 
Vishnu, pitying him, promises that the arrangement shall only last one set of four ages, and after 
that time the snakes shall be allowed to have only men as their neighbours. u In whatever place 
“ belonging to any snake men shall dwell, men shall honour him with flowers, incense, and unguents, 
“ with various offerings of food and dances. And whatever people shall keep the good customs 
“ declared by thee, they shall dwell in this country, blessed with cattle, corn, and wealth/' The 
country is thenceforward inhabited for six months in every year by men who come in on the full 
moon of Chaitra, and sow and reap their corn, but clear o/F in A^wayuja, when the country is 
again given over to the Pi£&chas. The various deities become the different rivers ; thus Um£ 
becomes the Vitastd, Lakshml the Vi4okl, &c. 

This predicted occupation of Kashmir by the Pi6&chas continues for four ages. At the end 
of that time the human inhabitants had, as usual, reaped their grain and cleared off from the 
country before the full moon of Aswayuja ; but a certain Brahmin named Chandradeva remained 
with the Pisachas. One day he wanders disconsolate, till he comes to the place in the mountains 
where Nila holds his court. He propitiates the Snake-king by a hymn of praise, and Nila grants 
him a boon. He asks that Kashmir may thenceforth be inhabited by men without fear of 
perpetual emigrations. Nila grants it : “ Thus be it, O best of Brahmins ; let men always dwell 
“ here, but observing my words, revealed to me by Kesava.” The Brahmin dwells at his court 
until the month Chaitra comes round, and the human inhabitants flock in from all sides with 
their king, Vlryodaya. Chandradeva goes to him and declares what he has seen and heard, and 
the king and his people agree to observe the words of Nila, and thenceforth they dwell undis- 
turbed in Kashmir (cf. BAjat. I. 182), which gives a somewhat different legend. 


* This is the Gonarda II. of the Rajat. I. 62-82. 
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Gonanda then asks Brihadaswa what “ the words of Nila"’ were. The sage then repeats the 
lesson as it was uttered by Nila himself to the Brahmin. Here follows a long list of the principal 
rites and ceremonies throughout the year, beginning with the full moon of Aswayuja; it contains 
some curious matter, but the N&gas are hardly ever mentioned. 

At the close, Vaisampdyana interrupts the original dialogue by the remark that Gonanda 
did not obey these laws, and consequently fell at Malhurd, being slain by Balabhadra (c£ 
EAjat. I. 59-63). 

Gonanda then asks for some account of the principal N&gas who dwell in Kashmir. A long, 
list of names follows, and some legends; and also a list of the principal deities worshipped there, 
and the benefits derived from visiting their shrines. Brihadaswa then relates some legends 
connected with several holy places in Kashmir. 

The poem winds up with a return to the original interlocutors. Janamejaya asks Vaisamp&yana 
to eulogize the glory of the river Vitastd, which closes the work. 


APPENDIX C. 


The following translations of the rock-cut edicts of Asoka are reproduced here without note 
or comment, but literally, as they have already appeared several times in print. None of those 
yet given to the public can be considered as either perfect or complete, but the sense can in all 
cases be gathered from them, and they are sufficient for our present purposes. Two other 
copies of these edicts have been discovered since these translations were made, — one at the foot 
of the Himalayas, north of Meerut, and another in Cuttack. When these are published a more 
perfect translation may be possible. Those who desire further information are referred to 
Prinsep’s translation, J. A. S. B., VII. p. 219. et seqq. ; to Professor Wilson’s J. R. A S., XII. 153, 
et seq. ; to Bumouf, “ Lotus de la Bonne Loi,” Appendix, p. 659, et seqq. ; and to Mrs. Speir’s 
Life in Ancient India, p. 230, et seqq. The object for which they are introduced here, is neither 
to explain their text nor to comment on their doctrines, but to afford the reader of the 
previous pages a picture of Buddhism as it existed B.C. 250, in the words of its most 
ardent devotee and its principal promoter. This is done in order that he may compare it with 
Buddhism as presented 300 years afterwards in the sculptures at Sanchi ; or as it appears 300 
years after that time, in A.D. 350 at Amravati. This completes the means of comparison in so 
far as this work is concerned ; but, as already mentioned, the frescoes at Ajanta afford a fourth 
picture 200 years more modem than Amravati ; and again; 300 after that we have the Thibetan 
Lalita-Vistara. Unfortunately we still w T ant, and it is feared are little likely to obtain, any 
contemporary record at the beginning of our series, 300 years before Asoka, but it is satisfactory 
to know that materials now exist for illustrating the other five epochs of Buddhism. 

TABLET I. 

This is the Edict of the beloved of the Gods, the Raja Piyadasi. The putting to death of 
animals is to be entirely discontinued, and no convivial meeting is to be held, for the beloved of 
the Gods, Raja Piyadasi, remarks many faults in such assemblies. There is but one assembly, 
indeed, which is approved of by the Raja, * * * which is that of the great kitchen of Raja 
Piyadasi ; every day hundreds of thousands of animals have been slaughtered for virtuous purposes, 
but now, although this pious Edict is proclaimed that animals may be killed for good purposes, 
and such is the practice, yet as the practice is not determined, these presents are proclaimed, 
that hereafter they shall not be killed. 
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TABLET II. 

In all the conquered territories of the Raja Piyadasi, even unto the ends of the earth, as 
in Chola, in Plda (the kingdom of Satyaputra), in Keralaputra (or Malabar), and in Tambapanni 
(or Ceylon), and to Antiochus the Yona Raja, and to those Princes who are allied with him, it 
is proclaimed that two designs have been cherished by Piyadasi, — one regarding men, and one 
relating to animals, — that everywhere wholesome vegetables, roots, and fruit-trees shall be culti- 
vated, and that on the roads wells shall be dug and trees planted, to give enjoyment for both 
men and animals. 


TABLET III. 

King Piyadasi says: — This was ordained by me when I had been twelve years inaugurated 
in the conquered country ; that amongst those united in the law, whether strangers or my own 
subjects, quinquennial expiation shall be held for the enforcement of moral obligations, as — duty 
to parents, friends, children, relations, Brahmins, and Sramans. Liberality is good, non-injury of 
living creatures is good, abstinence from prodigality and slander is good. The Assembly itself 
will instruct the faithful in the virtues here enumerated, both by explanation and by example. 

TABLET IV, 

In past times, during many hundreds of years, there have prevailed destruction of life and 
the injury of living beings, want of respect for kindred, Brahmins and Sramans. But now King 
Piyadasi practises the Law, the drum sounds, and the Law is proclaimed by processions of cars 
and elephants, and displays of fireworks. That which had not been seen for centuries, is now 
seen # # * in consequence of King Piyadasi’s commands that the Law be practised * * # And 
Piyadasi will cause the observance of the Law to increase; and the sons and grandsons and 
great-grandsons of Piyadasi will cause its observance to increase until the Kalpa of destruction. 

TABLET Y. 

They (the Mah&matra) shall also be spread among the warriors, the Brahmins, the mendicants, 
the destitute, and others, without any obstruction, for the happiness of the well-disposed, in order 
to loosen the bonds ot those who are bound, and liberate those who are confined, through the 
means of holy wisdom disseminaeed by pious teachers, and they will proceed to the outer cities 
and fastnesses of my brother and sister, and wherever are any other of my kindred ; and the 
ministers of morals, those who are appointed as superintendents of morals, shall, wherever the 
moral law is established, give encouragement to the charitable and those addicted to virtue. With 
this intent this Edict is written, and let my people obey it. 

TABLET VI. 

Hitherto attention has not been given to reports and affairs incessantly, or at all times, and 
on this account I decree that at all times, — even when I take recreation in the apartments of 
the women and children, or in conversation, or in riding, or in gardens, in all places, — there 
shall be informers (. Prativedaka ) to make known to me the wishes of the people; and every- 
where I will occupy myself with the welfare of the people ; and whatever I declare, or whatever 
the Mahamatra shall declare, shall be referred to the Council for decision. Thus shall reports be 
made to me. This have I everywhere and in every place commanded, for to me there is not 
satisfaction in the pursuit of worldly affairs; the most worthy pursuit is the prosperity of the 
whole world. My whole endeavour is to be blameless towards all creatures, to make them 
happy here below, and enable them hereafter to attain Swarga. With this view this moral 
Edict has been written : may it long endure ; and may my sons and great-grandsons after me 
also labour for the universal good; but this is difficult without extreme exertion. # 
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TABLET VII. 

The beloved of the Gods, the Raja Piyadasi, desires that the ascetics of all the different 
beliefs (the Pdshan4a ) may everywhere dwell (unmolested) : they all aim at moral restraint and 
purity of disposition ; but men have various opinions and various desires, and the ascetics 
obtain either all or merely a part (of what they want). However, even for him who does not 
obtain a large gift or alms, purity of disposition, gratitude, and steady devotion is desirable, 

TABLET VIII. 

In past times Kings were addicted to travelling about, to companions, to going abroad, 
to hunting, and similar amusements; but Piyadasi, the beloved of the Gods, having been ten 
years inaugurated, by him easily awakened, that moral festival is adopted (which consists) in 
seeing and bestowing gifts on Brahminas and Sramanas, in seeing and giving gold to Elders, 
and overseeing the country and the people; the institution of moral laws and the investigation 
of morals. Such are the devices for the removal of apprehension, and such are the different pursuits 
of the favourite of the Gods, King Piyadasi. 

TABLET IX 

The beloved of the Gods, the Raja Piyadasi, thus says: — Every man that is, celebrates 
various occasions of festivity, as, — on the removal of incumbrances, on invitations, on marriages, 
on the birth of a son, or on setting forth on a journey, — on these and other occasions a man 
makes various rejoicings. Such festivals are fruitless — are vain ; but the festival that bears great 
fruit is the festival of duty (the dAama mangala), such as the respect of the servant to his 
master ; reverence for holy teachers is good ; liberality to Brahmins and Sramanas is good. 
These and other such acts constitute verily the festival of duty, and this is to be cherished as a 
father by a son, or a dependant by his master ; * * * for the establishment of this object virtuous 
donations are made, for there is no donation equal to the gift of duty ; * * * benevolence contracted 
between friends * * 9 is mere chaff ; * * * by these means let a man seek Swarga. 

TABLET X 

The beloved of the Gods, the Prince Piyadasi, does not esteem glory and fame as of great 
value ; and besides, for a long time it has been my fame and that of my people that the obser- 
vance of moral duty and the service of the virtuous should be practised, for this is to be done. 
This is the fame that the beloved of the Gods desires ; and inasmuch as the beloved of the Gods 
excels (he holds) all such reputation as no real reputation, but such as may be that of the 
unrighteous, — pain and chaff; for it may be acquired by crafty and unworthy persons, and by 
whatever further effort it is acquired it is worthless and a source of pain. 


TABLET XL 

Thus says the beloved of the Gods, King Piyadasi : There is no gift like the gift of virtue, 
whether it be the praise of virtue, the apportionment of virtue, or relationship of virtue. This 
(gift) is the cherishing of slaves and dependants, pious devotion to mother and father, generous 
gifts to friends and kinsmen, Brahminas and Sramanas. 

Respect for the life of creatures is good ; this is what ought to be said by a father, by a son, 
by a brother, by a friend, by an acquaintance, by a relation, and even by mere neighbours : this 
is well ; this is to be done. He who acts thus is honoured in this world, and in the other world 
infinite merit results from this gift of the Law. 

(4709.) G G 
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TABLET XII. 

Piyadasi, the beloved of the Gods, honors all forms of religious belief, whether professed by 
ascetics or by householders, both by giving alms and by other modes of showing respect. 
But the beloved of the Gods does not esteem alms and marks of respect so highly as the increase 
of that which is the essence of renown. Now the increase of that which is essential for all forms 
of belief is of many kinds, but nevertheless the base of it is, for each of them, praise in words. 
Further, a man must honor his own faith without blaming that of another, and thus will but 
little that is wrong occur. There are even circumstances under which the faith of others should 
be honoured, and in acting thus, according to circumstances, a man increases his own faith and 
injures that of others. He who acts differently diminishes his own faith and injures that of others ; 
he, whoever he may be, who honours his own faith and blames that of others out of devotion to 
his own, and says, moreover, Let us make our faith conspicuous ; that man, I say, who acts thus 
merely injures the faith he holds: concord alone therefore is desirable. Further, let men listen 
to each law and follow it with submission, for such is the desire of the King, beloved of the Gods. 
Further, may men of all faiths abound in knowledge and prosper in virtue l And those who 
have faith in this or that religion should repeat this : — The King, beloved of the God3, does not 
value alms or marks of respect so much as the increase of that which is the essence of renown 
and the multiplication of all beliefs. To this end great ministers of law, and superintendents of 
women * * * and other officers are appointed, and the fruit of this institution will be the 

speedy increase of all religions, as well as the illumination of the law. 


Extract from Tablet XIII., the rest being so injured that it does not admit of continuous 
translation : — 

“ There is not in either class of the heretics of men, a procedure marked by such grace * # * 

nor so glorious, or friendly, nor even so extremely liberal as Dev&nampiyo’s injunction for the 
non-injury and content of living creatures ; * * * and the Greek king besides, by whom the 
kings of Egypt, Ptolemaios and Antigonos and Magas, * * * both here and in foreign 
countries, everywhere wherever they go, the religious ordinances of Devdnampiyo effect conversion. 
Conquest is of every description, but the conquest which bringeth joy, springing from pleasant 
emotions, becometh joy itself. The victory of virtue is happiness * * * such victory is desired 
in things of this world and things of the next world. (J. R. A. S., XII. 233.) 


Translation of the Bhabra Inscription, by Professor Wilson. 

Piyadasi, the King, to the venerable Assembly of Magadha, commands the infliction of little 
pain and indulgence to animals. 

It is verily known, I proclaim, to what extent my respect and favour (are placed) in Buddha, 
and in the Law, and in the Assembly. 

Whatsoever (words) have been spoken by the divine Buddha, they have all been well said, 
and in them verily I declare that capability of proof is to be discerned ; so that the pure law 
(which they teach) will be of long duration, as far as I am worthy (of being obeyed). 

For these I declare are the precepts of the Law of the principal discipline (Vinaya), having 
overcome the oppressions of the Aryas and future perils, (and refuted) the songs of the Munis, 
the Sfltras of the Munis, (the practices) of inferior ascetics, the censure of a light world, and 
(all) false doctrines. 

These things, as declared by the divine Buddha, I proclaim, and I desire them to be 
regarded as the precepts of the Law. 

And that as many as there may be, male and female mendicants, may hear and observe 
them, as well also as male and female followers (of the laity). 

These things I affirm, and have caused this to be written (to make known to you) that 
such will be my intention. 
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The Hindu races worship three classes of deities, — the Grama devata, or village god; the 
Kula devata, or household god; and the Ishta devata, the personal or patron god. 

Snake Worship is general throughout peninsular India, both of the sculptured form and of 
the living creature. The sculpture is invariably of the form of the Nag or Cobra, and almost every 
hamlet has its Serpent deity. Sometimes this is a single snake, the hood of the Cobra being 
spread open. Occasionally the sculptured figures are nine in number, and this form is called the 
“ Nao nag,” and is intended to represent a parent snake and eight of its young, but the prevailing 
form is that of two snakes twining in the manner of the Esculapian rod. 

Some Hindus hold that the living snake is not worshipped as a devatd by any Hindu 
sect, but is reverenced in commemoration of some ancient event. If this be correct, it has, 
perhaps, relation to some astronomical occurrence. Others, however, maintain that it is as a 
devata that it is worshipped ; but whatever be the origin of the adoration, the living snake is 
worshipped everywhere throughout Southern India. On these occasions the worshippers resort to 
the snake's residence, called in Urdu the . " yb Samp kl hut, which they ornament 

with streaks of vermilion and daubs of turmeric, and of wheat flour, and they hang garlands of 
flowers near, strung on white cotton thread, and laid over wooden frames. Also, in the ninth 
Sravan, which occurs in the rainy season, the “ Nag panchami ” festival occurs, on which Hindus 
go in search of snakes, or have them brought to their houses by the “ Sanpeli,” the snake charmers 
who snare them. The snakes are then worshipped, and offerings are made to them of milk, and 
in nearly every house figures of snakes, drawn on paper, are fixed on the walls and worshipped. 
Those who visit the snakes’ huts, plant sticks around the hole, and wind white cotton thread 
around and over the sticks. The Mahratta women go, a number together, to the snakes’ hut, and, 
joining hands, circle five times round and round it, singing songs, and then prostrate themselves. 
They pour milk into the hole (they ought to give it to the snake). They hang festoons of 
Cherahela flowers and cucumber fruit, and sprinkle a mixture of sugar and flour (Sakr Suji). 

On the 25th January 18G8 I halted in the temple of the Grama devatfl of Assaye, where 
Sir A. Wellesley defeated the Bhonslah. I there saw Hanuman with a lingam, and Basava, the 
bull, and the tulsi plant, and on the w T estern wall of the temple was a cobra snake, drawn in white, 
which the worshippers said was travelling to Ceylon or Lankl They laughed when I said he 
would be long on his journey. 

In Southern India the deity under whose name the snake is worshipped is Subramani, whose 
shrine is said to be in the western part of Mysore, and the image there is described as a shapeless 
lump of earth. 

I have only once seen living snakes in the form of the Esculapian rod. It was at Ahmednuggur, 
in 1841, in a clear moonlight night. They dropped into the garden from over the thatched roof 
°f my house, and stood erect They were all cobras, and no one could have seen them without 
at once recognizing that they were in congress. Captain Havelock, to whom I showed these 
remarks, mentioned in reply that he once, in broad daylight, in the jungles, saw pythons, just 
as I have sketched them,* in the singular form of the Esculapian rod, but many natives mention 
having seen this sight. Natives of India believe that it is most fortunate to witness snakes 
so engaged, and they believe that if they can throw a cloth at the pair to touch them with it, 
the cloth becomes a representative form of Lakshmi of the highest virtue, and is taken home to 
their houses and preserved as such. « 


* A sketch of the serpents in this attitude accompanied the letter, but not sufficiently perfect to enable 
a woodcut to be made from it. — J. F. 
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No Hindu, ordinarily, will kill a snake, but turns aside on seeing it. Young men who have 
been educated at English schools, however, have no such reserve, and a Mahratta Brahmin has 
informed me that he has killed three of them. 

Snakes are kept in houses in Ceylon and Guzerat, partly seemingly as objects of worship, 
and partly to destroy rats, but no similar practice prevails in the south-eastern parts of peninsular 
India. 

Ch. Ed. Balfour, M.D. 

Secunderabad, 23d January 1868. 


Memorandum on Snake Worship. 

On the Nag Pancliniee festival, which occurs, I think, on the fifth day of the Hindu month 
Bhadoon, in the rainy season, Nags (Cobras) are worshipped by most of the lower classes of the people 
in the Deccan, and more particularly in the Shorapore country. The principal of those classes in 
Shorapore are the Beydars, who are decidedly an aboriginal tribe, which is numerous in Mysore and 
in the southern Mahratta country. The Shorapore class came from Mysore and settled in Shorapore 
and the Rachore Doab, under chieftains who were originally servants of the Rajahs of Beejanugger, 
but who became subjects of the Kings of Golburgah and Boeder, and of Beejapoor after the fall 
of the Beejanugger state. The Beydars have not mingled with other Hindu castes, and though 
they profess to be Hindus, they adhere to many of their original superstitions and ceremonies, 
which have nothing to do with Hinduism ; they have little or no reverence for Brahmins, what 
there is indeed being sparingly afforded, except by the higher classes among them, who have adopted 
them as priests. The Snake festival, therefore, has very little of the elements of Brahminism in it, if 
there are any. The ceremonies are very simple : the worshippers bathe, mark their foreheads with red 
colour, and in small parties, generally families who know each other, go to places where Cobras 
(Nags) are known to live or to frequent. There are generally sacred stones in such places, to 
which offerings of flowers, ghee, &c., are made, and the stones are anointed with red colour and ground 
turmeric, prayers and invocations being made to the local spirit of the place and to the Serpents. 
Small new earthen saucers, filled with milk, are then placed near the stones, or near the Snakes 
hole, if there be one. Cobras are fond of milk, and are believed to watch the ceremony, coming 
out of their holes and drinking the milk, even while the worshippers are near, or sitting at a 
little distance to see if their offering is received. Should the Snake appear and drink, it is esteemed 
a very fortunate circumstance for the worshippers. Should the Snake not appear, the worshippers, 
after waiting awhile, depart, and visit the place next morning, when the result is anxiously examined ; 
if the milk has disappeared, the rite has been accepted, but not in so marked a degree as if the 
reptile had come out at once. These ceremonies end with a feast. 

Snake Worship is especially resorted to on behalf of children ; and the women and children 
of a family invariably accompany the male head, not only at the annual festival, but whenever 
a vow has been made to a Serpent Deity. The first hair of a child which is shaved off when 
it has passed teething, and other infantine ailments, is frequently dedicated to a Serpent. On such 
occasions the child is taken to the locality of the vow, the usual ceremonies are performed, and 
with other offerings of flowers, &c., the child’s hair is combined. In every case a feast follows, 
cooked near the spot, and Brahmins who attend receive largess and alms, and relations and friends 
receive invitations. 

In the Shakti ceremonies, Pooma-abliish^k, which belong, I think, to aboriginal customs, the 
worship of the Snake forms a portion, as emblematical of energy and wisdom. Most of these 
ceremonies are, however, of an inconceivably obscene and licentious character. They are not 
confined to the lowest classes, tLough rarely perhaps resorted to by Brahmins; but many of the 
middle class sects, of obscure origin and denomination, practise them in secret, under a strange 


Digitized by boogie 



APPENDIX D. 237 

delusion that the divine energy of nature is to be obtained thereby, with exemption from earthly 
troubles. 

Although Snake Worship ordinarily belongs professedly to the descendants of aboriginal tribes, 
yet Brahmins never or rarely pass them overhand the Nag Panchmee is observed as a festival of 
kindly greeting and visiting between families and friends — as a day of gifts of new clothes or 
ornaments to wives or children, &c. 

The worship of Gr&m Deotas, or village divinities, is universal all over the Deccan, and indeed 
I believe throughout India These divinities have no temples nor priests. Sacrifice and oblation 
is made to them at sowing time and harvest, for rain or fair weather, in time of cholera, malignant 
fever, or other disease or pestilence. The Nag is always one of the Gram Deota, the rest being 
known by local names. The Gram Deota are known as heaps of stones, generally in a grove or 
quiet spot near every village, and are smeared some with black and others with red colour. 

Nag is a common name both for males and females among all classes of Hindus, from Brahmins 
downwards to the lowest classes of Sudras and Mldchhas. Nago Rao, Nagojee, &c., are common 
Mahratta names, as Nagappa, Nagowa, and the like among the Canarese and Telugoo population. 

No Hindu will kill a N&g or Cobra willingly. Should any one be killed within the precincts 
of a village, by Mahomedans or others, a piece of copper money is put into its mouth, and the 
body is burned with offerings to avert the evil. 

It is, perhaps, remarkable that the Snake festival is held after the season or at the season 
of casting the skin, and when the Snake, addressed or worshipped, is supposed to have been purified. 
Some Brahmins always keep the skin of a Nag in one of their sacred books. 

In reference to the lower castes alluded to, I may mention those who practise Snake Worship 
with\the greatest reverence: — 1. Beydars. 2. Dhungars or shepherds, Abeers or milkmen, Waddiwars 
or stone-masons, Khungins or rope-makers, Brinjaras and other wandering tribes, Mangs, Dh&s, 
and Chumars, Ramoosees, Bhils, Gonds, and Koles, all which I believe, with many others, to be 
descendants of aboriginal tribes, partly received within the pale of Hinduism. 

Lingayets, who are schismatics from Hinduism, and who deny in toto the religious supremacy 
of the Brahmins, are nevertheless Snake worshippers, many of them bearing the name N&g, both 
male and female. 

I cannot speak of the North of India, but in the whole of the South of India, from the 
Nerbudda to Cape Comorin, Snake Worship is now existent. 

Meadows Taylor, CoL M. N. I. 


The festival of the Moonsa Poojah takes place each year about the end of August. 

The tribes that I have seen present at it were Bhowries, Dhangas, and Santhals, and the locality 
was at a large jungle village beside a range of low hills, to the west of the hill Beharinath, and 
to the south of the hill of Pachete. 

The snake catchers and charmers, at this period of the year, assemble and make a tour of 
the neighbouring villages, carrying snakes twisted around their necks and bodies, the chief of the 
procession being either carried on men’s shoulders, or riding on a buffalo. He generally has a rock boa 
or python hanging over his shoulders. The usual amount of beating of the Nagara, playing the 
flute, and singing, attends the procession, and large quantities of the favourite spirit “Mowlm” 
and sweetmeats are consumed. 

Presents are also made to the snake bearers, and general dissipation prevails. 

A. Vans Best, M.D. 

Bengal Establishment 
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NOTE. 

In August last, when this work was going to press, Professor Goldstiicker brought me a note 
on the Naga tribes of Cashmere which he had received from H.S.EL Prince Frederick of Schleswig- 
Holstein, who was then residing in the valley. My intention was to have added this note to this 
Appendix, but it now turns out most unfortunately that it has been mislaid and cannot be found. 
This is to be regretted, not only because it was an account of the Nagas of the present day by a 
most intelligent and competent oWrver, but also because the Prince insisted most strongly on the 
medical qualities of the tribe, and their possession of nostrums which had been handed down from 
remote antiquity. This retention of the Esculapian character by the snake worshippers is one of 
the most curious points connected with the subject, but it is one that, now that attention is 
directed to it, will I trust meet with full elucidation from some inhabitant of the valley. 

J. F. 


APPENDIX E. 


The Amravati inscriptions are similar to those on the Railings and Gateways of the Buddhist 
Stupas and Monasteries at Bhilsa and other places. They are all written in the Pali language ; and, 
where not injured by weather or breakage, they are generally clear and legible. With two exceptions 
they have been all copied by myself from the sculptured slabs, and have since been compared with 
the photographs. The two exceptions are Nos. II. and XI., which have been taken from Colonel 
Mackenzie’s drawings. The former is a good copy, and is mostly legible ; but the latter is unfor- 
tunately a very corrupt transcript of the most important of all the Amravati records, as it certainly 
contains the name of a King, which, if it had been faithfully copied, would most probably have 
enabled us to fix the date of the inscription. 

The following translations are not offered as critical renderings of the inscriptions, but simply as 
free versions conveying their general meaning, which is usually confined to the specification of certain 
gifts made to the sacred edifice by various individuals, both priests and laymen, in which they were 
frequently joined by their wives and children. The same practice is still common in Burmah and 
in other Buddhist countries. 

Some of the words which are of unusual occurrence require explanation. In No. IV. I have 
rendered gharani , by “ wife,” that is, the mistress of the house. The present Hindi form is gharicdli. 
The word patd occurs three times in Nos. II., XI., and XX., and the word patalca three times in 
Nos. IV., XIV., and XX. As both words are combined with figures in No. XX., I take them to be the 
names of the particular gifts thus recorded, and consequently that they refer to the sculptured stones 
themselves. Patd is most probably the same word as the present Hindi Pafao , winch means a 
“ broad stone slab/' and is specially applicable to the Amravati railing stones, in which the breadth 
is equal to three times the depth. Both names are derived from the Sanskrit pat a, breadth, from the 
root pata, to spread or extend. The word pataka , or in No. XX. bataha , is spelt with the dental t , 
and is most probably therefore not connected with pata, which invariably has the cerebral {. I con- 
clude that it must be the name for a railing pillar, because it is found in Nos. IV. and XIV. recorded 
on the tops of two of them. The name used for a square or octagonal pillar is thabho (see No. III.) 
from the Sanskrit stamblia. In No. XX. we have a record of two Patau and three Patakas, which 
I believe to refer to three broad slab pillars of the railing, and the two architrave slabs that covered 
them. I cannot suggest any explanation of the word vetika , which occurs in No. XI., but I conclude 
that it is the name of some one of the sculptured slabs, as it is coupled with pata. 
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The small figures in the text mark the beginnings of the lines of the different inscriptions. 


I gahapatisa Maditisa duhutuya 

Uvasikaya, SaghaJtakhitaya, Sabbasakaya, Sab- 
hagirinaya, tina ka putana cha Dasa Ajunasa, 
cha Dasa Ghasa, bhatiyana . . . 

II. Bodhiya Nagamuliya cha Balinada Bodbiya 
Pusiliyayam deya dhama. Bhaginey&nam, Jam&- 
tukanam, cha natitam natukanarn, cha savasa cha 
hidaswa, ghatha Bhagavata mahachetiye yagha 
pata sabada kosa dantisa danam. 

Ill tara giha rega . . nadera 

o o 

vathadi parachitikaya (2) ghadhayaya halikaya 
napachitika . . hodiyada . . (3) nagiyatama 
dhamateri thapita (G letters) ta deya (4) dhama 
d( — ? — ) thabho. 

IV. Sidham ! Tunulaurakasa Gahapatisa Pusi- 
lisa-putasa,Sethivadi-cha Sasivakasa,(2) gharaniya 
cha Munuriya, Jamatukasa-cha Vachitasa, jam&- 
tukasa-eha Vichitasa, j&m&tuka-(3)sa cha Maha- 
jevasa, Balikaya Budh&ya, Balikaya Chanda- 
pusaya, Balikaya Chamaya, deya-dharaa (4) 
pataka ba. 

V. Gadhikasa hagbasa, (2) saputakasa, saduhu- 
(3)-tukasa chetiya thabho (4) danam. 

VI. . . (Na) r&yana dhama . . . latiputasa 

. . gahapatisa Dhana Mi(trasa) . . (j)amatrika 

. . . . sa saduhu(trika)sa putana dbisa . . 

prapuri . . . putra. 

VII. Mostly illegible. 

VIII. Kabu 5 ravatha vasa Budhi sama . . . 

ya putasa mulihiri Sagha-Mitrakasa Akhatisa 
Dhawa Siriya Ba- . . siriya Saghaya Ayabaniga 

sava, 

IX. Munakala . . kumudaputa rakasa V&hilasa 
Kanhiya putasa ta . . ye . . Budhika sa Bhariya 
. . . sa . . . Kusuma dhudu Kanayatasa dasadati 
mita badavasa deya dhama. Maharaja Yadnya 
Siri Sadakani vatlm. 


I. (Gift) of the householder Maditi’s daughters 
Urvdsika , Sangha- Rakshitd, Sahhdmkd, (and) 
Sabhdgirind , together with their sons, and the 
slave Arjuna , and the slave (San)gha, . . . 

II. Pious gift of the Buddhist Ndgamuli , and of 
the Buddhist Bcdiwxndxi i Pusiliyas (? descendants 
of Pusili). 

Gift of their sisters, of their sons-in-law, and of 
their ( — ? — ), and of all friends, to the great 
Chaitya of Bhagavata of a slab .... enshrined 
tooth (?).,., 

IIL Pious gift of a pillar (the remainder is 
unintelligible). 


IV. Be it auspicious ! Pious gift of two slab- 
pillars of funulauraka, the householder, son of 
Pusili, and of Swivelled, the chief Banker, and of 
his wife Munuri, and of his son-in-law Vachita , 
and of his son-in-law Vichita, and of his son-in- 
law Mahajeva ; his daughter Budhd , his daughter 
Chandrapu8a , (and) his daughter Charmd. 

V. Pillar gift to the Chaitya of Hagha of 
Gadhika, together with his son and his daughter. 

VI. Imperfect, — but enough remains to show 
that the inscription is of the usual form, and 
records the gift of the householder Dhana-mitra, 
and of his son-in-law, his daughter, &c. 

VII. At the end of the last line but one I read 
the word Mahdchetiya. 

VIII. This inscription is engraved on five small 
pillars or stelse, on one of the sculptured represen- 
tations of a Stupa. Many of the letters are quite 
clear and distinct ; but no part can be read witli 
certainty. 

IX. This is the most valuable of all the Amra- 
vati inscriptions ; but unfortunately the slab has 
not come to England, and there is only a copy made 
by a draughtsman to refer to. The title of Maha- 
raja is distinct in the last line but one, and the 
name following it appears to be Yadnya , who was 
one of the last of the Andhra kings. 
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X. radahapachepaya . . kasayanadha . . . 
kasapanoraya. 

XI. . . patiputasa gahapatino Haghasabhaya 
cha Savanaya Cbetiya vetika cha pat& deya 
dharaa. 

XII. Rakhadiya cha Datiya padaka pata pati- 
tatha. 

XIII. Lonavalavakasa, Saghirakhitasa-cha, Ma 
ritisa-cha, Bh&riyayo Saghaya-cha, Sagha-d&siya- 
cha, Kumadaya-cha, danam. 

XIV. Akar& Matriya danam patika. 

XV. . . daki cbasa gahajatisa ran a as was, 

putasa . . , . na, saBhariyasa, sa-Putakasa 

sakhatakasa deya dhama. 

XVI. Akhasavadi cha Samariti gahapatina 
tuno Ajunasa deya dhama unisa. 

XVII. Valikachakasa gahapatino Papino bh&- 
riya-cha Kanh&ya paputikasa danam. 

XVIII. Therasa Chetiyavadakasa Bhayata Bud- 
hino, Bhaginiya Bhikhuniya Budhaya-cha dana 
deya dhama Siha-thana. 

XIX. . . . virapurakana puma devaputana 

dulena krita. 

Agheya Vachakita Vira Budharakhitasa atevasi* 
naya deya danam. 

XX. Balikahi sahina tihisa nitya sanigama 
Khatana gena sahadama deya dhamana Dlianka- 
kata mahachetiya chetiya pata be 2, bataka 3, 
datisa pupha gatiya patasa . . cha . . ha cha 
nebatasa tha . , tha Rajagiriyanam nata vadare 
paditha pita sanasa danam chaliitasa pathuti. 


X. Not read. 

XI. Pious gift to the Chaitya of a Vetika and 

a slab, of the householder patiputra, and of 

Haghaaabhd , and of Savand. 

XII. Not read. 

XIII. Gift of Lonavalavaka, and Sanghirak - 
8hita , and Mariti, and of their wives SanghA , and 
Sanghaddsi, and Kumddri . 

XIV. Gift of Akar&’s mother of a slab-pillar. 

XV. Pious gift of dakicha, the householder, 

son of Rana-A8wa, . . . together with his wife, 
and his son, and his ( — ? — ). 

XVI. Nineteen pious gifts of Akhasavddi and 
Samaria , householders. 

XVII. Gift of Pdpi, householder of Valikachaka, 
and of his wife the grand-daughter of Kanha. 

XVIII. Pious gift of a Lion-pedestal of the 
Thera (Sthdvira or Elder) Bhayata Budhi f the 
enlarger of the Chaitya, and of his sister the Nun 
Budhd. 

XIX. (first part not read.) 

Pious gift of Agheya Vachakita Vira , pupil of 
Budha Rakshita. 

XX. Partsof this inscription are not intelligible ; 
but enough has been made out to show that it 
records the gift of two slabs and three slab-pillars 
by certain persons of Rdjagiri, the ancient capital 
of Bihar. 

A. Cunningham, 

Major-General R.E. 


NOTE. 

The principal points of interest in these inscriptions, with reference to the preceding text, are 
the allusions to the Tooth relic in No. II., to Yadnya Sri in No. IX., and to the Maha Chaitya 
of Dbanakakata in the last. If on further investigation their correctness should be established, 
the history of the monument can hardly be considered doubtful. — J. F. 
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The two following tables contain the results of my lucubrations in the chronology of the 
principal Indian dynasties who are recorded to have reigned for seven centuries before and as many 
after the Christian era. As mentioned in the body of the work (page 63), it is my intention to 
submit a paper embodying these facts, together with the data on which they are founded, to the Royal 
Asiatic Society, and perhaps it would have been prudent to have awaited the remarks and criticisms 
which might arise in discussing it before printing it in the naked form in which it is here given. 
It was absolutely necessary, however, in a work involving so much history as this, that some 
system of chronology should be adopted, and as my investigations have led me to results in many 
cases widely different from any published tables, the work must either have been left incomplete 
in this respect, or my views stated in some form or other. All I ask of the reader, at present, is 
to believe I have a reason to give for every date and every synchronism in these tables ; whether 
it is a good reason or not must be determined hereafter. The whole, however, appears to me 
to hang so well together and to accord so well with what we learn from coins or inscriptions, 
or from the architectural remains, and historical traditions, that I feel confident that the scheme 
will be found correct within very narrow limits of error. 

All the dynasties here quoted will be readily recognized as those published by Prinsep,* Wilson, f 
Thomas,}: and others. No novelty in this respect has been attempted. It is only the arrangement 
that is, in some instances, somewhat different from that usually accepted. The newest list is that 
of the Sail kings, which is copied with its dates from one by Mr. Justice Newton, which appeared in 
the “ Bombay Times of India ” in July last. 

There are several of the dates in these tables which I would like to adjust arbitrarily to the 
extent of four or five years, and when I can give my reasons I shall probably do so. For the 
present I prefer leaving them as I have found them. They are near enough the truth for the 
purposes of the present work. 


* Useful Tables, Calcutta, 1834. f Vishnu Purana. 

J Prinsep’s Indian Antiquities. London, 1858. 


London, 1840. 


( 4799 .) 
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20 Descents from 1 

37 Descents in 600? Years 1 


Kaliyuga. 1 

FROM YUDHISHTIRA. 



Kritanjaya, 1st emigrant 

Saisunaga Dynasty. 



| irom Kosala. ' 

i Rananjaya. 1 

&i$un&ga - 
Kakavarna. 

691 


Sanjaya. 1 

Kshemadh arman . 



| Sakya. 

Kshetraujas. 


Buddha born, 623. 

1 Suddhodana. 

i 

| Bimbisara 

603 

„ attained Buddhahood sixteenth year 

1 

i / 



of this king. 

j Rahula, son of Sakya Muni. 

Kanwdyana % 9. 




Bhumiputra , 14. 


1 

i 

Prasenajit. 

Ajatasatru 

- 551 

„ died eighth year of this reign 543. 

Kshudraka. 

Udayaswa 

- 519 

First Convocation held that year. 

Kundaka. 

1 Dasaka - 

- 503 

i 

Suratha. 

| Nagadasoka 

- 495 



Siunitva. 


Sisunaga - 
Kalasoka - 

Maha Nanda 
Sumalya. 

7 Nandas. 


425 


Interregnum , Kautilya. 
Maury a Dynasty, 137 years. 
Cliandragupta - - - 32 

Bimbis&ra - - - 30 

I Asoka - - - - 27 

| Suynsas - - - - 2 L 

Dasaratha - - - 2J 

Sangata - - - - 2: 

Indrap&lita - - -2 

Somasartnan - - £ 

Sasadliarman - - - £ 

Vrihadratha - - - 


Second Convocation 100 years after Buddha’s 
death. 


Alexander in India, 327. 


Third Convocation, 255 b.c. in 17th year 
after his inauguration. Stupa at Sanchi. 

. Caves at Behar. 


Sung a Dynasty, 112 

years . 

Caves in Cuttack ? 

Pushpamitra 

- 138 

No. 2 Tope at Sanchi ? 

Agnimitra 

- 152 


Sujyeshtha 

- 144 


Yasumitra 

- 137 


Ardraka - 

- 129 


Pulindaka 

- 127 

Caves at B&ja ? 

1 Ghoshavasu 

- 124 


Yajramitra 

- 121 


Bhagavata 

- 112 


Devabhuti 

- 86 

Great Cave at Karlee. 

Kanwa Dynasty, 

45 years . 


1 Vasudeva- 

- 76 


1 Bhumimitra 

- 67 


Narayana - 

- 53 


Su^ arman - 

- 41 


„ died - 

B.C. 31 

1 
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Andhra Dynasty. 

Sah Kings. 


Kings of Magadha. 

* 

Sipraka - B.C. 31 

Nahapana - 

B.C. 57 


Ushavadata 

- 11 


Krishna - A.D. 8 

Satakarni I. - 10 

Sw&mi Ch as tana - 
Jaya Dama. 

A.D. 10 

Sakraditya. 

Purnotsanga - 28 

Jiva Dama 

- 38 


Srivaswami - 46 

Rudra Daman. 




Rudra Sinha 

45-47 


Satakarni II. - 64 

Rudra Sah. 

Sri Sah. 


Buddkagupta. 

Lambodara - 120 

Sangha Daman. 

Daman Sah. 



Apitaka - - 138 

Yasa Daman. 



Sangha - - 150 

Damajata Sri 

Vira Daman. 

- 97 


Satakarni III. - 168 

Is vara Datta. 

Vijaya Sah^ • 

- 115 

Tatkagatagupta. 

Skandhaswati - 186 

Damajata Sri. 

Rudra Sah 

131, 141 

Mrigendra - 193 

Vi4va Sinha 

- 143 


Atri Daman 

153, 157 


Kuntalaswati - 196 

Visva Sah - 

160, 168 



22. Rudra Sinha - - 1 

73 or 213 


Swatikarna - 204 

Asa Daman. 

Svami Rudra Sail 

223, 235 

Baladitya. 

Pulomavit - 205 

Svami Rudra Sah 11. 



Goraksha^wasri 241 

Svami Rudra Sah - 
Sv&mi Rudra Sah. 

223, 235 


Hala - - 266 

Mantalaka - 271 

Purindra sena - 276 
Rajadaswati - 6 ms. 
Sivaswati - 281 

Gautamiputra - 309 

Gupta, or Balabhi Era 

- 318 

Vajra. 

Vasitki putra 330 



Pulomat - - 355 

Gupta. 

i 



Sivasri - - 383 

Ghatotkaeha. 


Kings of Ougein and 

Skandaswati - 390 


Canouge. 

Yajnasri - - 397 

Vijaya - - 406 

Chandra gupta I. - 

400, 411 

Yasudeva. 

Vadasri - - 412 
Pulomat - - 422 

Samudra gupta 

- 420? 

Bahram-gour. 

„ died - 429 

Chandra gupta II. 

* 430? 

Ramadeva. 

or 436 




Kumara gupta 

- 442 

Harsha. 

Ciialukya Kings. 
Jaya Sinha Vi- 

Buddha gupta 

- 463 


jayaditya - 430 ? 
i Raja Sinha. 

Vijay&ditya II. 

Toramana - 

- 49 s 

Vikraraaditya - 490 ? 

Pulakcsi I. - 489 

Kirtti Varmau I. 



Siladitya - - 530 

Mangalisa. 

Balabhi Kings. 


Prabhakara. 


Nine kings from Bhatarka Senapati 




493? 



Sridhara Sena. 


Raja varddkana 607 ? 
Siladitya - 610 

Vishnu Yardhana 

Dhruva Sena II. - 

- 628 

„ died - 650 

founds Yengi 605 

Dhruva Sena III. - 

- 640 


Pulakeii 11. 

Siladitya - 

- 656 


founds Kalyan 607 

Siladitya ... 

- 666 



Kings of Cashmere 


Hushka ■) Tartar 
Jushka JEBKd 
Kanishka^ Buddhism 

Abhimanya, a.d. 21 

|Gonardaya Dynasty 

Gonarda. Naga wor- 
shipped. 
Vibkishana. 

Indrajita. 

Havana. 

Vibkishana. 

Nara. 

Siddha. 

Utpalaksha. 
Hiranyfiksha. 
Iliranyakula. 
Vasukulo. 
Mikirakula, 


Great Caves at Karlee. 

Nag&ijuna. 

Gateways at Sanchi. 


Salivahana, a.d. 78. 
Early Caves at Ajanta. 


200 


Vaka. 

Kshitinanda, 
V r asunanda. 
Nara. 

Aksha. 
Gopaditya, 
Gokarna. 
Narendraditya. 
Yudhishthira. 


Central building, Am- 
ravati. 


290? 


Aditya Dynasty. 

Pratapaditya, 350 ? 
Jalaukas. 

Tunjina. 

Vijava. 

Jayendra. 

Ary a Raja. 

Gonardaya Line 
restored. 


Sresktasena. 


Torainana 


} 


498 

525 


30th year, 622 
laladitya, cotem. 
Yezdigerd and 
Hiouen Thsansr. 

O 


Built Takht i Suleiman? 
Cave at Nassick. 

Outer rail, Amravati. 


Inner Rail, Amravati. 
Buddha ghosha. 

Great Cave at Kenkeri. 


Buildings at Eran. 


Zodiac Cave, Ajanta. 


Temple at Martand. 

Temple at Bhuvane^- 
war. 
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Birth of ESalivahana. 

The following two extracts from a paper by Colonel Wilford in tlie ninth volume of the 
“ Asiatic Researches” are of little value from any historical point of view, but being derived from 
Brahraanical sources, they are curious as an unconscious testimony to the prevalence of Naga 
traditions at the time the Sanchi Gateways were being erected* 

“Towards the end of his reign, Vicramarca sent secret messengers through all the world to 

“ inquire whether a child were born of a virgin one and half year old. The messengers returned 

“ to Ujjayini with the news that a male child was born of a virgin, the daughter of a potmaker, 

“ begot by the King of Snakes (called Tacslmca or the Carpenter in the original), while she was 

/ 

“ in her cradle. They informed him also that the child named Saliv&hana had attained the 
“ age of five years, and that his grandfather had made numberless figures of soldiers to amuse 
“ him. 

“ Vicramarca marched at the head of an army, but the protecting Snake came to the 
“ assistance of the Child, and inspired the figures of clay with life, who started up as able 
“ warriors, attacked Vicramarca and his army, and defeated them” (p. 120). 

“ There were two Brahmans, who had a sister who lived with them in a state of widow- 
“ Pood — her husband having died while she was yet very young. She conceived by a Naga 
“ Cumara (or Tacsliaca), and the brothers, ashamed of this seemingly disorderly behaviour of 
“ their sister, left the country. The unfortunate young widow thus deserted found an asylum 
“ in the humble cottage of a pot maker, where she was delivered of a male child, whom she 
“ called Saliv&hana” 

After some irrelevant matter, the story reaches the battle, and goes on thus : — “ They 
“ fought on both sides with courage, but the Naga Cum&ra, or son of the Great Serpent, 
“ stupefied Vicramarcas army, who, finding his soldiers asleep, implored the assistance of the 
“ Serpent, Vasuki, who gave him some Amrit, with which he revived his troops, and &aliv&hana, 
“ hearing of this, sent two of his men for some of it, and Vicramarca complied with his request, 
“ and here ends the legend” (p. 130). 


* Salivahana died a.d. 78. His capital was situated 300 miles south-west from Sanchi, but his kingdom 
extended to the eastward of Nagpore (vide supra, p. 154). If I am not very much mistaken, Nagarjuna, 
Knnishka, and Salivahana are the three persons who had the greatest share in engraftiug on Buddhism that 
Serpent Worship which gave rise to ttose forms which it has been the object of the preceding pages to develope. 


NOTE. 


The following footnote was inadvertently omitted on page 94 : — 

Professor Wilson, quoting from the M aha Bharat a, says, “The King Sagara, in obedience to his Guru, 
“ Vasislita, deprived the Mlechch’has of their institutes, and imposed on them these marks : the Saeas had 
“ half the head shaved, the Yavanas and Cambojas the whole of the hair taken off, the Paradas were ordered 
“ to wear beards.” — Asiatic Researches, XV. 49. 
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A. 

Aaron, page 7. 

Abhimanyu, 45. 

Abraham, 7. 

Abyssinia, 33. 

Acron, 17. 

Adramyttium, 9, 20. 

JEsculapius, 7, 14, 16. 

Africa, 32 fft 
Agamemnon. 13, 16. 

Agathodaemon, 2, 4, 12. 

Agheya, 216. 

Agni, 113. 

Agrahaut, 61. 

Aila, 52. 

Airavata, 59. 

Ajanta, 76 f., 72, 77, 83ft’, 111 et 
passim. 

Ajatasatru, 60, 63. 

Alexander, 10 f., 15, 19, 47. 

Am ares vara, 150. 

Amazons, 21, 49. 

America, 35 ft*. 

Ananda, 46, 66, 89, 96, 137. 

Andhra dynasty, 89. 

Anguinum, 27. 

Angra Mainyus, 41. 

Anila, 59. 

Anuradhapura, 56, 74. 

Apamea, 20. 

Apollo, 13, 16. 

Aravalo, 47. 

Arbre sec, 44. 

Ardevan, 42. 

Ardrah, 34. 

Argonautic expedition, 13. 

Aryans, 78 ft*., 92 ft., 114 ft*. 

Asherah, 8, 12. 

ASoka, 56, 88 ft*., 160 ff., 219 If., et 
passim. 

Assyrians, 8, 10 f. 

Astika, 60. 

Asvamedha, 215. 

Athor, 5. 

Atia, 19, 35. 

Augustus, 19, 35. 

Auxerre pear tree, 26. 

Axum, 33. 


B. 

Baal, page 8. 

Babylonia, 11. 

Bajra Nath Deo, 158. 

Baladitya, 46. 

Bali, 129. 

Baugh, 68. 

Beauvais, 27. 

Beersheba, 7. 

Bekram, tree of, 44. 

Belus, 11. 

Berosus, 11. 

Bhabra inscription, 67, 221. 
Bhabravahana, 60. 

Bhaja, 77, 83, 220. 

Bhoja, 158. 

Bhuvanesvara, 153, 220. 

Bivar-asp, 41. 

Bo-tree, 56, 64, 74, 83, 1 15 ft, 131, 173. 
Brazen Serpent, 7 f. 

Britain, 28 ff. 

Buddha, 46 et passim. 

Buddha Gaya, 83 ff. et passim. 
Buddhism, 57 ff., 61 ff, 70 ff, 96 ff, 
220 ff. 

Buddhism and Wodcnism compared, 23. 


c. 

Cadmus, 13. 

Cambodia, 48 ff. 

Cashmere, 44 ff. , 157. 

Ceylon, 54 ff. 
l Chaityas, 79 ft’., 111. 

| Chaityagiri, 90. 
j Chakra, 71, 123, 223,‘et passim. 
Chalukyas, 155. 

Chandragupta, 54, 147. 

China, 51 ff 
Chitrangada, 60 f. 

Chi travah ana, 60. 

Chulodaro, 55. 

Cihuacohuatl, 37. 

Cistophoroi, 19. 

Cneph, 10. 

Confucius, 52. 

Costumes, 92 ff. 

Cotton tree, 35. 


D. 

Dagoba, page 81, 222 et passim. 
Dahaka, 41. 

Dahomey, 34 ff 
Damodara, 45. 

Danh, 35. 

Daniel, 11. 

Dantakumara, 159f., 183, 188f. 
Daphne, 16. 

Dasyus, 58, 92 ff, 113 ft*., 127 ff, 224 f. 
Degei, 54. 

Delphi, 14, 16, 18. 

Devabhuti, 126. 

Devadatta, 137, 172. 

Dhanakacheka, 153 ff*., 202, 206. 
Dharanikotta, 150, 154 ff 
Dharmasoka, 160 ft, 217. 

Diamond Sands, 159 ff, 183. 
Dipaldinna, 150, 156, 163. 

Dodona, 15ft 
Draco, 13. 

Dravidians, 57 f., 62. 

E. 

Echidna, 13, 21. 

Eden, 6, 11, 13. 
j Egyptians, 5 f., 10. 
j Elapatra, 59. 

1 Elapatra tree, 46. 

Elephanta, 83 et passim. 

Ellora, 83 et passim. 

Ephesus, 20. 

' Epidaurus, 14, 18. 

Epirus, 17. 

Eran, 147. 

, Erechthonius, 14. 

Etruscans, 17. 

F. 

Feridun, 41. 

(t. 

Gandhara, 47. 

Gaokereua, 44. 

Garuda, 59, 7 J, 73 et passim. 

Gaul, 26 ff. 

Germany, 20 f. 
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Gnostics, page 8. 

Gokard, 43. 

Gopa, 103, 133, 186. 

Gotamiputra, 84, 153, 157 ff., 168. 
Greece, 12ff. 

Guhasivo, 158 ff. 

Gupta alphabet, 156. 

Guptas, 86. 

Gurh katri, 44. 

H. 

Hadrian, 19. 

Hagha, 210. 

Hansa Deo, 158. 

Ilastinapura, 60. 

Ilea, Hoa, 11. 

llemachala, 159 f., 183, 189. 

Hercules, 10, 13, 21. 

Hesperides, 13. 

Hezckiali, 7 f. 

Hi nay an a, 65, 67. 

Homa, 43. 

Ilorcb, 7. 

Horse worship, 135, 173, 203, 223. 
Hu, Iluno, 35. 
llullabecd, 68. 

Human sacrifices, 3, 34 ff. 

i. 

India, 56 ff. 

Indra, 113. 

Isis, 5. 

Italy, 17 ff 
Iwullee, 68. 

j. 

Jamalgiri, 169. 

Janamcjaya, 60 f. 

Jason, 13. 

Jetavana, 146. 

Judea, 6. 

Juno, 11, 13, 17. 

Jupiter, 17, 19. 

K. 

Kadru, 59. 

Kakabhasa, 161. 

Kalaioka, 63. 

Kali y a, 59. 

Kamboja, 49. 

Kanishka, 44, 64 f., 91. 
Karkotaka, 59. 

Karlee, 77, 83, 86, 146, 220 et 
Kasyapa, 59, 66, 145. 

Kasyapa Gotra, 88. 

Kenheri, 83 ff., 156, 159. 
Kesari, 135. 


Keturaalea, page 51. 

Kh and agin, 192. 
Kh&nd&va, 60. 
Khir&dh&ro, 159. 
Kinnaras, 108, 110, 114. 
Koutche, 49. 

L. 

Lanrrvium, 17. 

Laocoon, 18. 

Laodicea, 20. 

Lemean hydra, 13. 
Lingam, 71. 

Lithuania, 22. 

Loco, 35. 

Lumbiui, 186, 212. 


M. 

Madliyama, 88. 

Maditi, 184. 

Mahabharata, 59 ff 
Mabamoggallana, 89, 109. 
Maliasena, 152. 

Mahavellipore, 68. 

Mahay ana, 65, 67. 

Mahindo, 90, 102, 112. 

I Maliodaro. 55. 

Majjhantiko, 47. 

Mamrc, 7, 9. 

Manikyala, 84, 179 et yassim. 
Manuchelir, 42. 

Mara, 173. 

Maya, 131, 186, 193, 201, 212. 
Medea, 13. 

Megliavarna, 160. 

Melientele, 82. 

Menepthah, 6. 

Menhir, 31, 38. 

Mesopotamia, 11. 

Metele, 11. 

| Mexico, 37. 

Mihirakula, 189. 

Mihrab, 42. 

Milinda, 64. 

Minerva, 14, 18. 
Mogaliputra, 88. 

Moga&ala, 155. 

Moggallana, 141 f. 

Mokunti Maharaja, 155 f. 
Mona, 29. 

Moses, 7. 

Mrigadava, 123. 

My cense, 12. 


passim. 


Ts\ 


i&gadvipa, 55. 


Nahusha, page 59. 
Nakhon Thom, 51. 
Nakhon Yat, 48, 166. 

I Nalanda Yihara, 79. 

Nanda, 63 f. 

I NangNakh, 51. 

1 Nasik, 84, 156. 

Neptune, 14. 

Netpe, 5. 

Nicolaites, 8. 

Nila, 59. 

Nila-Purkna, 45. 
Nisroch, 10. 

Noah, 11. 
j Nysa, 20. 

' o. 

Oceania, 53 f. 

1 Olympias, 15, 19. 
Ophis, 83. 

Ophites, 8. 
Orchomenos, 12. 
Osiris, 5. 

p. 


P&rikshit, 60. 

Pnthumma Surivong, 51. 
Pergamos, 20. 

Persia, 40 ff 

Peshawar, pipal tree of, 44. 
Phoenicia, 10. 

Phra Thong, 50 f. 

Pipal tree, 115 f., 125, 186. 
Pratapa Rudra, 156. 
Ptolemy Eucrgetes, 1 1 . 
Python, 13, 16, 18. 


Q. 


Quetzalcoatl, 37 f. 


a. 

Rahula, 62, 103, 173, 175 f., 181. 
Rajayatana tree, 56. 

1 Rakta Bahu, 158. 

1 Rfima Grama, 209. 

1 Rhea, 11. 
i Rudabeh, 42. 

I Rudra Deva, 156. 


s. 

St. George, 7. 

Sakya Muni, 57, 65, 95 ff, 103, 123 
Sakya Dandapani, 137. 

Salivahana, 91, 154, 159. 

S6m, 42. 

Samogitse, 22. 
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Sanchoniathon, page 110. 

Sanghamitta, 90, 102. 

Sankara Ach&rya, 65, 69. 

Sardes, 20. 

S&riputra, 88, 109, 141 f. 

Sarmatia, 21 f. 

Sarn&th Vihara, 79, 123. 
Saundar&nanda, 137. 

Scandinavia, 22 ff. 

Scipio Africanus, 19. 

Sc ^-nd, 31. 

Sesha, 58. 

Sheikh Haredi, 32. 

Siddhirtha, 131, 133, 137, 173, 175, 
186, 193, 205. 

Sisunaga, 63. 

Siva worship, 69 ff. 

Smyrna, 20. 

Sravasti, 146, 159. 

Sri ^atakarni, 89, 96. 

Sthpas, 79 ff. 

Subhan Deo, 158. 

Suddhodana, 131, 186, 193, 195. 

T. 

Taautus, 10. 

Tdj, Tazi, 41. 

T&k i Bahai, 59. 


Takshaka, page 46 ff., 69, 95, 190, 224 f. 
Takshasila, 46 ff., 60, 68, 157, 161. 
Talok tree, 50. 

Tamarisk, 5. 

Taranatha, 64. 

Taxilus, 47. 

Terebinth, 1. 

Terraguca, 39. 

Tezcatlipoca, 37. 

Thyatira, 20. 

Thraetaona, 41. 

Thftparama, 82. 

Tiberius, 19. 

Tonacacihua, 37. 

Tonacatlecoat.l, 37. 

Topes, 79 ff. 

Tralles, 20. 

Trisul, 223 et passim. 

Trophonius, 14. 

True Cross, legend of, 9. 

Tulasi plant, 71. 

Tumuli, 80. 

Tunulauraka, 168. 

Turanians, 78 et passim. 

Tyre, 10, 19. 

u. 

Ujjenio, 90. 

um P i, 60. 

Upali, 66. 


v. 

Varaja, page 160. 
Vasishtha, 89, 96. 
Yasuki, 59 f. 

ViMras, 79 ff. 
Vikram&ditya, 158f. 
Vinat4, 59. 

Yishnu worship, 69 ff. 


w. 

Whidah, 34. 
Wurmenhert, 30. 

x. 

Xisuthrus, 11. 

Y. 

Yajnairi, 185. 
Yaiodhara, 173 f. 
Yavanas, 98, 158, 202. 
Yggdrasil, 24. 


z. 

Zal, 42. 

Zoh&k, 41. 

Zoroaster, 10. 
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